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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mitchell J. Weinstein (Reg. No. 37,963) on August 16, 2005. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: The abstract has been amended to read as 
shown below; for the purpose of overcoming an objection due to the length of the abstract 
exceeding the allotted amount of 150 words: 

Abstract- 

A strapping machine feed system for automatically detecting a strap error 
or fault, thereby stopping strap retraction or take-up, and refeeding the strap into 
the strapping head following the error or fault. The feed system includes a pair of 
tensioning wheels disposed along a strap path proximal a strap supply, and a pair 
of feed wheels, defining a nip therebetween, disposed along the strap path 
proximal the strapping head. A feed wheel drive and a tensioning wheel drive are 
respectively connected to the feed wheels and the tensioning wheels. A sensor 
disposed along the strap path generates a signal to the feed wheel drive and 
tensioning wheel drive, indicating movement or lack of movement along the strap 
path, thus causing the feed wheels or tensioning wheels to rotate in both a forward 
and reverse direction. 


Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the* 
examiner should be directed to Gloria R. Weeks whose telephone number is (571) 272-4473. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 7:00 pm Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I. Rada can be reached on (571) 272-4467. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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